Rusty Stirrups Riding Club

January 20, 2010 - Membership Meeting

Markel Insurance Building, Innsbrook

The January 2010 membership meeting of the Rusty Stirrups Riding Club was called to order at 7:05 pm.  President Catherine Slusser opened with a welcome to all members and particularly to new members and guests.

 

Tammy Sherry presented the Treasurer's Report for January and distributed copies to the membership.  She requested that all outstanding receipts from the 2009 club year be sent to the Finance Committee.

 

Membership Committee chair, Ellen Miles, reported number of new and renewing members at 35 so far.
 

Catherine Slusser reviewed the board’s vision and goals for 2010 based on club bylaws—particularly the emphasis on riding proficiency, safety, education, and promoting the welfare of horses and ponies. She summarized 3 goals and activities that would support those goals for the year.  Goals included 1) Providing an instructional program to encourage riding proficiency, 2) Pay It Forward to promote the welfare of horses and the equestrian community, and 3) Building a sound base of support for club activities.  Some of the activities (mounted and unmounted) to reach these goals include: a Set-A-Goal program, Cow Day, Obstacle Clinic, Gymkhana/Games Day, Prix Caprilli, Confidence Building Clinic, Trail Rides, Hunter Pace, Judged Trail Ride, as well as lectures and demonstrations and a drive to increase membership to 100 members and get 10 paid sponsors.  She also asked that club members come forward and add their suggestions as the year progresses.
 

Following the president’s report, Vice President, Cathy Denton, presented an overview of the proposed Set-A-Goal program (see website for details) and outlined plans for the Cow Day (introducing horse and rider to working with cattle) in February and a Hunter Pace Fund Raiser in April.  The Cow Day clinic will be held at Calf Pasture Farm in Louisa County in late February.  $65 includes top notch clinician, lunch, access to cows and covered arena.  The Hunter Pace fund raiser is being planned for April and we are looking for a location.
 

Under Old Business, Cathy Denton reminded members to complete and return the surveys sent out earlier this month and return them to Bethany.  These surveys will be used to help determine what programs and events will have the most club support.
 

Catherine Slusser reported on the January 18 meeting of Friends of Hanover Trails.  They are still having trouble with getting the City of Ashland to grant the necessary permits to extend trails in the Ashland portion of Washington-Lacy Park.  As a result, they are looking toward what was intended as Phase III of the project and contacting private landowners east of the park trying to get permission for a “greenway” on private lands.  As plans shape up, FOHT will be looking for financial and volunteer contributions to help build those trails.

 

New Business

 

The budget for 2010 was presented, moved, seconded and approved by voice vote.  

 

Catherine Slusser announced that the CVACTA plans to have Wendy Murdock as speaker for their April meeting and has invited to share the cost of the Speaker and to hold our club meetings jointly that day—the 3rd Tuesday in April.  As part of the budget discussion the club voted to consider this meeting as a pay-as-you-go activity for members who are interested.  Slusser will confer with CVACTA officers to see whether or not this can be arranged.
 

Slusser also announced that Markel scheduled a different group in our standard 3rd Tuesday time slot.  Geri Hollander has reserved the 3rd Wednesdays of each month at Marke as a default time/place for meetings.  Both noted, however, that the board hopes to have more frequent socials and demonstrations that would be at different places and could be different dates, noting that club members may have conflicts with a Wednesday schedule.  If meetings are different from the 3rd Wednesday at Markel default, they will be posted on the website and announced via emails.  The sense from the club was that most could make the Wednesday meeting times, acknowledged that it could be a problem for some members, and appeared to be comfortable with a flexible schedule.

 

Chuck Grove updated the group on the seriously declining health of Alice Saczawa and moved that Alice be made a life member of the Rusty Stirrups Riding Club.  Members present unanimously approved the motion.
 

Debi Anderson, 2010 Trail Ride Coordinator, announced that she has schedule the club’s first trail ride of the year on January 31 at Pocahontas State Park, details to be posted on the website.
 

Respectfully,

 

Cate Myers, Secretary

